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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The Examiner acknowledges the preliminary amendments made to the claims 
filed on April 15, 2005. Claims 1-11 have been amended. Claims 12-18 have been 
newly added. 

Drawings 

2. New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in this 
application because in fig. 15, block S521, the label "DELETIG TRANSMITTED 
CAMERA FILES OTHER THAN PTOTECTED" should be written as "DELETING 
TRANSMITTED CAMERA FILES OTHER THAN PROTECTED". Applicant is advised to 
employ the services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings 
are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
requirement for corrected drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4, 6-10, 12, 14, 15, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 B1 in view of Anderson, 
US Patent 6,507,363 B1. 

Regarding claim 1, Berstis discloses a digital image storage system (See fig. 1) 
comprising: a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214 and fig. 4) 
capable of storing digital images; a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital 
camera can be placed to transmit digital images stored in the digital camera memory 
through the docking station; and a data storage (by teaching that the images are 
transmitted to a server or a computer system, Berstis inherently discloses a data 
storage having a storage medium for storing the digital images since a storage medium; 
col. 2, lines 40-46; col. 4, lines 53-63) having a storage medium that stores the digital 
images transmitted through the docking station (Col. 1, lines 45-50; col. 2, line 15 - col. 
3, line 8; col. 4, lines 29-63). 

Berstis does not explicitly disclose a controller that controls the data storage so 
that the transmitted digital images are stored in a predetermined folder prepared in the 
storage medium. 
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However, as taught in figs. 10 and 1 1 , Anderson teaches a method and system 
for generating a plurality of folders for multiple devices and multiple sessions in a digital 
camera wherein when a camera is going to transfer image data to a second camera, the 
second camera would create a new folder to store the images sent by the first camera 
(Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). Creating a folder for receiving the images in an 
external apparatus is advantageous because it would allow efficient generation and 
retrieval of images from folders and also avoids name conflicts. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time the 
invention was made to modify Berstis by having a controller that controls the data 
storage so that the transmitted digital images are stored in a predetermined folder 
prepared in the storage medium. The motivation to do so would have been to improve 
the digital image storage system by allowing efficient generation and retrieval of images 
from folders and also avoiding name conflicts as suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, line 37 
-col. 10, line 3). 

Regarding claim 2, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as 
applied to claim 1 teaches that the controller automatically prepares a subfolder within 
the predetermined folder prepared in the storage medium (in fig. 1 , Anderson teaches 
creating subfolders or session folders with the motivation of avoiding the complexity of 
searching for a particular image as the number of stored images increases; col. 6, lines 
50-62). 
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Regarding claim 4, Berstis discloses a digital image storage system (See fig. 1) 
comprising: a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214 and fig. 4) 
capable of storing digital images; a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital 
camera can be placed for transmission of the digital images from the digital camera 
memory; and a data storage (by teaching that the images are transmitted to a server or 
a computer system, Berstis inherently discloses a data storage having a storage 
medium for storing the digital images since a storage medium; col. 2, lines 40-46; col. 4, 
lines 53-63) having a storage medium that stores the digital images that have been 
transmitted from the digital camera memory through the docking station (Col. 1, lines 
45-50; col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 29-63). 

Berstis does not explicitly disclose that the data storage includes a controller that 
prepares a folder in the storage medium in advance of the transmission of the digital 
images and stores the transmitted digital images in the folder. 

However, as taught in figs. 10 and 1 1 , Anderson teaches a method and system 
for generating a plurality of folders for multiple devices and multiple sessions in a digital 
camera wherein when a camera is going to transfer image data to a second camera, the 
second camera would create a new folder to store the images sent by the first camera 
(Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). Creating a folder for receiving the images in an 
external apparatus is advantageous because it would allow efficient generation and 
retrieval of images from folders and also avoids name conflicts. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time the 



Application/Control Number: 10/065,270 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2622 

invention was made to modify Berstis by having the data storage including a controller 
that prepares a folder in the storage medium in advance of the transmission of the 
digital images and stores the transmitted digital images in the folder. The motivation to 
do so would have been to improve the digital image storage system by allowing efficient 
generation and retrieval of images from folders and also avoiding name conflicts as 
suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, line 37 - col. 10, line 3). 

Regarding claim 6, Berstis discloses a digital image storage (Berstis teaches 
that the images are transmitted to a server or a computer system; col. 2, lines 40-50; 
col. 4, lines 60-63) capable of receiving digital images from a digital camera through a 
docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital camera can be placed (see camera 
placed in docking station shown in fig. 1), the digital image storage comprising: a 
storage medium (by teaching that the images are transmitted to a server or a computer 
system, Berstis inherently discloses a data storage having a storage medium for storing 
the digital images since a storage medium; col. 2, lines 40-46; col. 4, lines 53-63) that 
stores the digital images that have been received through the docking station (Col. 1, 
lines 45-50; col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 29-63). 

Berstis does not explicitly disclose a controller that executes a program to store 
the received images in a predetermined folder prepared in the storage medium. 

However, as taught in figs. 10 and 11, Anderson teaches a method and system 
for generating a plurality of folders for multiple devices and multiple sessions in a digital 
camera wherein when a camera is going to transfer image data to a second camera, the 
second camera would create a new folder to store the images sent by the first camera 
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(Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). Creating a folder for receiving the images in an 
external apparatus is advantageous because it would allow efficient generation and 
retrieval of images from folders and also avoids name conflicts. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time the 
invention was made to modify Berstis by having the digital image storage including a 
controller that executes a program to store the received images in a predetermined 
folder prepared in the storage medium. The motivation to do so would have been to 
improve the digital image storage system by allowing efficient generation and retrieval 
of images from folders and also avoiding name conflicts as suggested by Anderson 
(Col. 9, line 37 - col. 10, line 3). 

Regarding claim 7, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as 
applied to claim 6 teaches that a plurality of folders are prepared in the storage medium, 
and the controller stores the received digital images in a predetermined one of the 
prepared folders (See Anderson, figs. 10 and 1 1 ; col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). 

Regarding claim 8, Berstis discloses a digital image storage (Berstis teaches 
that the images are transmitted to a server or a computer system; col. 2, lines 40-50; 
col. 4, lines 60-63) capable of receiving digital images from a digital camera (Fig. 1 : 
102) through a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital camera can be placed, 
the digital image storage comprising: a storage medium (by teaching that the images 
are transmitted to a server or a computer system, Berstis inherently discloses a data 
storage having a storage medium for storing the digital images since a storage medium; 
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col. 2, lines 40-46; col. 4, lines 53-63) that stores the digital images that have been 
received through the docking station (Col. 1 , lines 45-50; col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; 
col. 4, lines 29-63). 

Berstis does not explicitly disclose a controller that executes a program to 
prepare a folder in the storage medium in advance of receipt of the digital images from 
the digital camera and to store the received digital images in the folder. 

However, as taught in figs. 10 and 1 1 , Anderson teaches a method and system 
for generating a plurality of folders for multiple devices and multiple sessions in a digital 
camera wherein when a camera is going to transfer image data to a second camera, the 
second camera would create a new folder to store the images sent by the first camera 
(Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). Creating a folder for receiving the images in an 
external apparatus is advantageous because it would allow efficient generation and 
retrieval of images from folders and also avoids name conflicts. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time the 
invention was made to modify Berstis by having the digital image storage including a 
controller that executes a program to prepare a folder in the storage medium in advance 
of receipt of the digital images from the digital camera and to store the received digital 
images in the folder. The motivation to do so would have been to improve the digital 
image storage system by allowing efficient generation and retrieval of images from 
folders and also avoiding name conflicts as suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, line 37 - 
col. 10, line 3). 



Application/Control Number: 10/065,270 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2622 

Regarding claim 9, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as 
applied to claim 8 teaches that the controller detects a signal from the docking station 
and automatically prepares the folder in response to the signal (as shown in fig. 10, 
Anderson teaches that the first camera send a signal to transmit the images to the 
second camera prior to creation of the folder to store the images transmitted from said 
first camera (Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15), therefore, the combination of Berstis and 
Anderson would require to send the signal from the camera to the storage means 
through the docking station, which teaches that the storage means receive the signal 
from the docking station prior to create the folder). 

Regarding claim 10, limitations can be found in claim 9. 

Regarding claim 12, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as 
applied to claim 1 teaches that the controller is housed by the data storage (Anderson 
discloses creating the folders in the second camera; col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15; see 
also col. 4, lines 35-46). 

Regarding claim 14, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as 
applied to claim 4 teaches that the controller automatically prepares the folder in the 
storage medium in advance of the transmission of the digital images (See Anderson fig. 
10, wherein the second camera is creating the folder (step 513) in advance to the 
transmission of images (steps 514 and 515); col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). 

Regarding claim 15, Berstis discloses processor executable computer program 
product storing a program that includes instructions that when executed by a processor 
(Fig. 2: 208), causes the processor to perform a method comprising: detecting a signal 
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from a docking station (Fig. 1 : 106; col. 4, lines 35-58) on which a digital camera (Fig. 1 : 
102) can be placed, the signal indicating a transmission of digital images stored in a 
memory (Fig. 2: 214 and fig. 4) of the digital camera through the docking station and 
storing the digital images transmitted through the docking station (Col. 1, lines 45-50; 
col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 29-63). 

Berstis des not explicitly disclose storing the digital images transmitted through 
the docking station so that the transmitted digital images are stored in a predetermined 
folder prepared in a storage medium. 

However, as taught in figs. 10 and 11, Anderson teaches a method and system 
for generating a plurality of folders for multiple devices and multiple sessions in a digital 
camera wherein when a camera is going to transfer image data to a second camera, the 
second camera would create a new folder to store the images sent by the first camera 
(Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). Creating a folder for receiving the images in an 
external apparatus is advantageous because it would allow efficient generation and 
retrieval of images from folders and also avoids name conflicts. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time the 
invention was made to modify Berstis by storing the digital images transmitted through 
the docking station so that the transmitted digital images are stored in a predetermined 
folder prepared in a storage medium. The motivation to do so would have been to 
improve the digital image storage system by allowing efficient generation and retrieval 
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of images from folders and also avoiding name conflicts as suggested by Anderson 
(Col. 9, line 37 - col. 10, line 3). 

Regarding claim 17, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as 
applied to claim 1 teaches that the docking station has a shape to fit a bottom of the 
digital camera (See Berstis fig.1 , docking station 106 has a shape to fit a bottom part of 
the digital camera 102; col. 2, lines 15-39). 

Regarding claim 18, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as 
applied to claim 4 teaches that the docking station has a shape to fit a bottom of the 
digital camera (See Berstis fig. 1 , docking station 106 has a shape to fit a bottom part of 
the digital camera 102; col. 2, lines 15-39). 

6. Claims 3, 5, 1 1 , 1 3 and 1 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 B1 in view of Anderson, US Patent 
6,507,363 B1 and further in view of Tomat, US Patent 6,784,925 B1. 

Regarding claim 3, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson fails to 
teach that the controller names the subfolder based on a date when the controller 
prepared the folder. 

However, naming folders based on a date that the folder was created is 
notoriously well known in the art as taught by Tomat. As shown in figs. 22, 44, 45, 46 
and 47, Tomat teaches naming folders (referred as canisters) wherein said folders are 
named based on the date (i.e. 4/30/96-5/3/96 indicating the first and the last dates when 
the images were recorded in said folder) (Col. 14, line 31 - col. 15, line 53). Naming the 
folders based on a creation date is advantageous because it would help organize the 
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image data efficiently so the user would not have trouble of searching for a particular 
image when having a large number of stored images. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Tomat as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the digital image storage system 
by having the controller naming the subfolder based on a date when the controller 
prepared the folder. The motivation to do so would have been to improve the digital 
image storage system since by naming the folders based on the creation date allows to 
organize the image data efficiently so the user would not have trouble of searching for a 
particular image when having a large number of stored images. 

Regarding claim 5, limitations can be found in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 11, limitations can be found in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 13, limitations can be found in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 16, limitations can be found in claim 3. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nelson D. Hernandez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-731 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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